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What's Up,Susami !l
My favorite event every year

is San Diego Comic-

Con because | love autograph hunting. For my
first time,
[to. At 4am,

outside the convention hall. After we got inside,

| wanted to meet horror mangaka Junji

my friends and | slept in the grass
we marched towards six buttons. Everyone was
allowed to press one. If the button glowed green,
we got a wristband to get in the autograph line.
if staff saw us tamper with
| got red. My

friend Nick got green. Staff slapped the wristband

If it glowed red, or
our wristband, we got doodley-squat.
on him and moved us into a herd of cosplayers.
We hid from security to switch Nick’ s wristband

onto me. At 2pm, | finally met Junji Ito. 1|’ d
read his manga since high school, so | wanted to
tell him | loved his work. Sadly, | didn’ t speak
Japanese, and he didn’ t speak English. All | said

was “Wow! Cool!” when he drew an eyeball above his
signature. The two books he signed are some of my
favorites in my comic collection. If he comes back

this July, | want to chat with him.
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